Español 4- College/Career Prep 

Teléfono:  398-1353

Señora Pontarelli

Correo:  kpontarelli@egsd.net


Objective:  This course is for students who have demonstrated competency in the skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking Spanish taught previously.  This year you will learn a grammar concept called the subjunctive which will allow you to interact with others, opine and will help you to become a more sophisticated speaker. You will further study and apply the preterite and imperfect tenses in order to master these difficult tenses. You will read about current events in the target culture and about the indigenous cultures of Latin America. You will be expected to participate often in Spanish in order to activate the language and contribute to the dynamic discourse in the class. In addition, you will write in Spanish and will learn writing techniques to further improve your written language. You will listen to authentic audio in order to give you greater exposure to a variety of accents and speakers.  You will be exposed to the three modes of communication, Interpersonal Speaking and Writing, Presentational Speaking and Writing, and Interpretive Reading and Writing.
Materials needed for class:.

· Notebook:  A three subject notebook dedicated ONLY for Spanish is required for all students.  The notebook must be brought to class daily.

· Composition notebook:  A composition notebook dedicated solely for journal entries.  The student will be required to keep all journal entries logged into the composition notebook.

· Folder:  A folder strictly for Spanish class is required for all students to keep handouts.

· Dictionary:  A Spanish/English dictionary is strongly suggested for use in and out of class.

· Pen and/or Pencil
Breakdown of course:
· Homework





10%

· Quizzes





30%

· Tests






40%

· Oral






20%
Quarter Average




100%
· Common Course Assessments (2)


10% (5% each one)

· Mid-Year exam and Final Exam


10% (5% each one)

**At the end of the year the final grade will be determined the following way:

· Quarterly grades averaged



80%

· Common Course Assessments


20%

and Mid-Year and Final Exams     
End of Year Average



100%
Participation:  Participation will be checked daily.  This can be in the form of raising one’s hand to answer a question, by asking a question in the target language, or by actively working in groups and discussing in the target language.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that he/she participates at least once or twice a day.  Participation will be graded bi-quarterly using a departmental participation rubric.

Homework/Tutorials:  Viewing tutorials at home will be considered homework.  Since the tutorial is the instruction for the course, it is essential that homework be completed on or before the due date. A zero will be given to students for homework not completed by the due date without an excused absence. 

Quizzes:  Quizzes are given weekly and in many cases, bi-weekly.  They are given after the presentation and practice of a particular grammar or vocabulary point.  Quizzes may be written or oral.

Tests:  Tests are given after the end of a unit to assess mastery of the vocabulary and grammar presented.

Journals:  Journals will be given at least twice a month.  These are separate from homework assignments.  The purpose is to allow the student to write freely on a topic that is different from a quiz or a test.  Entries are due 3 days after the journal topic has been given.  After the first draft is written, the student will rewrite the entry using a symbol guide to help them make corrections.  The second draft is the final draft.  Each draft will receive a percentage grade.  Those two grades will be averaged together for a quiz grade.  Failure to hand in either the 1st or 2nd draft o the journal will result in a zero grade. **Any student found using language from an online computer translator will receive a zero.  You may look up words online, but using other’s work, including that of a computer translator, is considered plagiarism.  Refer to the student handbook regarding the consequences of plagiarism.
Absences:  Students are allowed to make-up work, quizzes and tests if they have an excused absence.  Students are allowed a week from the date of the absence to make-up work.  If the student does not make-up the work missed within that one week time period, the result will be a zero for the assignment or assessment.  It is the student’s responsibility to speak to the teacher regarding work missed and to schedule times to take quizzes and tests.  If the student is absent for an extended period of time, please contact Senora to discuss how and when to make-up the work.  **Note:  If you are absent because you cut class, you will not be allowed to make-up any work from that day.  This is per the student handbook regulations and rules.
Extra Help:   I am available for extra help every Tuesday and Thursday after school in my office in the Language Lab.  Please let me know if you plan to stay after for help or to make up work.

Class Expectations:
· Respect:  All students are to be respectful of one another as well as the teacher.  Being disrespectful or disruptive in class will result in a detention.

· Behavior:  It is expected that students will be quiet when the teacher and other students are speaking in class.   Calling out to other students in the class and consistent disruptive behavior will result in a detention.
· Tardiness:  Arrive to class on time, prepared to work and with a good attitude.  You must be in the classroom when the bell rings to be considered on time to class.  You will be considered tardy if you arrive after the second bell unless accompanied by a note from the office, the nurse, or another teacher.  After 3 times being late to class, you will receive a teacher detention.

· Bring all materials with you to class everyday!
· Participate as much as possible!  You will never be able to speak Spanish well if you don’t practice it on a daily basis.  Remember, everyone makes mistakes, let’s learn from them!
